THE WAR SITUATION
A speech delivered to the house of commons
august 20, 1940
August 2,   Lord Beaverbrook, Minister of Aircraft Production^ joins
the War Cabinet
August 4.   The Prime Minister warns the Nation that the danger of
invasion is still great.
August 12, 14, 16, Determined air attacks against this country are
repulsed by theR.A.F^ the enemy losing 217 airplanes in
these three days.
[August 20,1940.
A
LMOST a year has passed since the war began, and it is natural
for us, I think, to pause on our journey at this milestone and
survey the dark, wide field. It is also useful to compare the first
year of this second war against German aggression with its fore-
runner a quarter of a century ago, Although! this war is in fact
only a continuation of the last, very great differences in its character
are apparent. In the last war millions of men fought by hurling
enormous masses of steel at one another. " Men and shells" was
the cry, and prodigious slaughter was the consequence. In this
war nothing of this kind has yet appeared. It is a conflict of
strategy, of organisation, of technical apparatus, of science,
mechanics and morale. The British casualties in the first 12 months
of the Great War amounted to 365,000. In this war, I am thankful
to say, British killed, wounded, prisoners and missing, including
civilians, do not exceed 92,000, and of these a large proportion are
alive as prisoners of war. Looking more widely around, one may
say that throughout aft Europe for one man killed or wounded
in the first year perhaps five were killed or wounded in 1914-15.
The slaughter is only a small fraction, but^the consequences to
the belligerents have been even more deadly." We have seen great
countries with powerful armies dashed out of coherent existence
in a few weeks. We have seen the French Republic and the renowned
French Army beaten into complete and total submission with less
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